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To secure �nancial support that enables  
college-bound students to access and graduate 
from outstanding Virginia independent higher 
education institutions.

M I S S I O N

1

Since joining the Virginia Foundation for  
Independent Colleges (VFIC) in early 2024,  
I have had the privilege of traveling across  
Virginia and visiting many wonderful people  
who share a common goal: ensuring that  
qualified students have the opportunity to  
attend and succeed at VFIC schools. 

 

 
 

 

Academically quali�ed college-bound students 
can access personalized, values-based higher 
education at VFIC colleges and universities, 
regardless of their �nancial situation.

V I S I O N 

E C O N O M I C  I M PACT

VFIC schools contribute 
approximately $1.5 billion annually  
in spending to Virginia’s economy.

The Virginia Tuition Assistance 
Grant (VTAG) represents  
only 5% of Virginia’s higher 
education expenditures, but 
Virginia’s independent colleges  
and universities educate 1/3  
of Virginia’s undergraduates.

Over 70% of students remain  
in Virginia after graduation.



of undergraduate 
students at VFIC 
schools are eligible  
for need-based aid.

62%
of students are 
Pell Grant eligible, 
first generation, or 
from underserved 
communities.

Proportionally more 
VFIC students are 
recipients of Pell, 
federal, and local grant 
aid than students at 
public schools. 

40%+

32

The Virginia Foundation for Independent 
Colleges (VFIC) is a private nonprofit 
organization founded in 1952 to raise funds  
in support of Virginia’s independent colleges. 

 

 
 
 

 

1

6

12 9

14 15

4
16

8
13

5
10

2

3

11
7

17

O U R  H I S T O RY

D E M O G R A P H I C S

$140M
Distributions to VFIC schools since  
our inception in 1952

$39M
VFIC Endowment

FA S T  FACT S

35,454
students attend VFIC schools located across  
the Commonwealth in urban and rural locations.

Bridgewater College
 

bridgewater.edu

Emory & Henry University

emoryhenry.edu

Hampden-Sydney College

hsc.edu

Hampton University

hamptonu.edu

Hollins University

hollins.edu

Mary Baldwin University

marybaldwin.edu
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Marymount University

marymount.edu

Randolph College

randolphcollege.edu

Randolph-Macon College

rmc.edu

Roanoke College

roanoke.edu

Shenandoah University

su.edu

Sweet Briar College

sbc.edu
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University of Lynchburg

lynchburg.edu

University of Richmond

richmond.edu

Virginia Union University

vuu.edu

Virginia Wesleyan University

vwu.edu

Washington and Lee University

wlu.edu
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Member
Colleges 
& Universities

Passport  
to Prosperity



What Sets VFIC Schools Apart

 

 

 
 

 
 

Vision: Qualified Students Can Attend  
a VFIC School

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill Van Buren
VFIC Chair 2024–2026

M E S S AG E  F R O M  T H E  C H A I R
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A high-impact, outcomes-
driven scholarship and leadership 
development initiative

$20M
G O A L

I M PACT

by June 30, 2027

The VFIC Presidential Scholars program is  
for academically strong, financially challenged 
students who have demonstrated leadership 
potential in their early college careers.

Comprehensive Support
Renewable financial aid, leadership 
development training, and academic 
enrichment to ensure timely graduation 
and career readiness.

Cross-institutional cohort promotes  
a shared identity and purpose.

Cohort Model

Student success will be tracked during 
college and after graduation.

Data-Based Outcomes

Core Elements:

Opportunities for mentorship, coaching, 
community service, and career preparation.

Leadership and Career Readiness

PRESIDENTIAL
SCHOLARS

V F I C
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George Y. Birdsong, Birdsong Peanuts

D O N O R  P R O F I L E H O M E  S T R E T C H  R E C I P I E N T

Brooklynn Greenwade, Shenandoah University

T H E

HOME 
STRETCH 

FUND

 

 

 

 

 

Removing  
Roadblocks 
to Graduation

 

 
 

 
 

Crossing the 
Finish Line

“Where do you turn when 
the only thing standing 
between you and your 
college degree is a few 
thousand dollars that  
you don’t have to pay  
the �nal bill?”

PHOTO BY CHARLOTTE MILLER, SHENANDOAH UNIVERSITY

PHOTO BY VIRGINIA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY



 

 

 

 
 

The Place I Ought to Be

8 9

Evan Old, Hampden-Sydney College

FAC U LT Y- S T U D E N T  S P OT L I G H T

PHOTOS BY HAMPDEN-SYDNEY COLLEGE

“Early on, faculty were 
willing to take me under 
their wing and help  
me acclimate.”
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The Human  
Connection

The Discipline  
of Being Ethical

The Libby and Hiter Harris Award for 
Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching

Elizabeth Malcolm, Ph.D.

Alison Ridley, Ph.D.

Harris Rising Star Award

Brett Frye, Ph.D.
 

Kimberly Garza, Ph.D.
 

Harris Award for Excellence in 
Instructional Technology

Sara Hanson, Ph.D.
 

Wendy Traynor
 

2024 Harris Family  
Faculty Award Recipients

Excellence in Teaching

2026 Applied Ethics Bowl

N E X T  E V E N T

 

The 2025 Applied Ethics Bowl topic was  
“Ethics and Artificial Intelligence.” The University 
of Richmond won the championship. The event, 
presented by TowneBank, was held at the 
University of Richmond.

FAC U LT Y  AWA R D S A P P L I E D  E T H I C S  B O W L



 

 
 

 

 
 

Sentara Health and  
the VFIC Partner to 
Strengthen Virginia’s 
Healthcare Workforce

Committed to 
Healing People 
at Home

S E N TA R A  PA RT N E R S H I P S T U D E N T  P R O F I L E

Amiyah McCoy, Mary Baldwin University

1312

CORPORATE
PARTNERSHIPS

PHOTOS BY MARY BALDWIN UNIVERSITY
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VFIC CHAIRMAN

William R. Van Buren III, Esq

A. Marshall Acuff, Jr.
 

Nancy Howell Agee
 

George F. Albright, Jr.
 
 

Teague Avey
 

 

George Y. Birdsong
 

Gary D. Bonnewell
 

Adam F. Burch
 
 

John M. Camp III
 

Victor O. Cardwell, Esq.
 

Theodore L. Chandler, Jr.
 

C. Lynch Christian III
 

John R. Clark III
 

Peter A. Converse
 

Richard Cullen, Esq.
 

John McNamara Curtis, Sr.
 

Beverley E. Dalton
 

Russ Ellett
 

Jennifer Felix
 

Lauren Fisher White
 

Calvin W. Fowler, Jr.
 

George C. Freeman III
 

Tracy Frist
 

Palmer P. Garson
 

Andrea Glasgow
 

Thomas E. Goode
 

Jeffrey V. Haley
 

Brad N. Hall
 

Randy Harrell
 

H. Hiter Harris III

Paul C. Harris
 

 

Martin Kent
 

C. Burke King
 

Esther C. Lee
 

Dennis Matheis
 

W. Sheppard Miller III
 

T. Justin Moore III
 

Thurston R. Moore, Esq
 

William L. Murray
 

Mark G. Mykityshyn, Ph.D.
 

Bernard A. Niemeier
 

Daniel J. O’Neill
 

William L. Pannill
 

Randall Parks
 

Charlotte Porterfield
 

Thomas L. Ransom
 

Carter V. Reid
 

H. McGuire Riley
 

Stewart D. Roberson, Ed.D.
 

Mary G. Shockey
 

Gary R. Shook
 

J. Knox Singleton
 

Brian K. Skinner
 

Robert H. Spilman, Jr.
 

Hugh E. Taylor
 

Maria Tedesco
 

Gary R. Thomson
 

Keith D. VanderVennet
 

James C. Wheat III
 

John H. Wick IV
 

Douglas B. Wilson
 

R. Sackett Wood
 

Board of Trustees Building on 
Momentum
There are many good reasons to invest in the VFIC

Convenient, Efficient Platform
One gift impacts 17 schools and 35,000 students 
while endowed operations means 100% of donations 
go directly to schools for student support.

Access for Qualified Students
VFIC schools enroll a higher proportion of Pell 
students than public institutions, creating positive 
ripple effects that extend from first-generation 
graduates to their families and communities.

Pipeline of Talent
VFIC schools’ traditional liberal arts education 
prepares students for meaningful life at work while 
curricula reflect market demands in their region.

Economic Health of the Commonwealth
Over 70% of VFIC graduates stay in Virginia, 
contributing directly to the local economy and 
making a significant positive economic impact, 
particularly in rural communities.

Locke Ogens
 

C O N TACT  U S

Liz Blaine
 Learn more at vfic.org



v�c.org


